Assessment Strategies
Strategy

Definition

Classroom presentations

A classroom presentation is an assessment strategy that requires
students to verbalize their knowledge, select and present
samples of finished work, and organize their thoughts about a
topic in order to present a summary of their learning. It may
provide the basis for assessment upon completion of a student’s
project or essay.

Conferences

A conference is a formal or informal meeting between the teacher
and a student for the purpose of exchanging information or
sharing ideas. A conference might be held to explore the
student’s thinking and suggest next steps; assess the student’s
level of understanding of a particular concept or procedure; and
review, clarify, and extend what the student has already
completed.

Essays

An essay is a writing sample in which a student constructs a
response to a question, topic, or brief statement, and supplies
supporting details or arguments. The essay allows the teacher to
assess the student's understanding and/or ability to analyse and
synthesize information.

Exhibitions/Demonstrations

An exhibition/demonstration is a performance in a public setting,
during which a student explains and applies a process,
procedure, etc., in concrete ways to show individual achievement
of specific skills and knowledge.

Interviews

An interview is a face-to-face conversation in which teacher and
student use inquiry to share their knowledge and understanding
of a topic or problem, and can be used by the teacher to explore
the student’s thinking; assess the student’s level of
understanding of a concept or procedure; and gather information,
obtain clarification, determine positions, and probe for
motivations.

Learning logs

A learning log is an ongoing, visible record kept by a student and
recording what he or she is doing or thinking while working on a
particular task or assignment. It can be used to assess student
progress and growth over time.

Observation

Observation is a process of systematically viewing and recording
students while they work, for the purpose of making programming
and instruction decisions. Observation can take place at any time
and in any setting. It provides information on students' strengths
and weaknesses, learning styles, interests, and attitudes.

Performance tasks

During a performance task, students create, produce, perform, or
present works on "real world" issues. The performance task may
be used to assess a skill or proficiency, and provides useful
information on the process as well as the product.
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Assessment Strategies (continued)
Strategy

Definition

Portfolios

A portfolio is a collection of samples of a student’s work, and is
focussed, selective, reflective, and collaborative. It offers a visual
demonstration of a student’s achievement, capabilities, strengths,
weaknesses, knowledge, and specific skills, over time and in a
variety of contexts.

Questions and answers (oral)

In the question–and-answer strategy, the teacher poses a
question and the student answers verbally, rather than in writing.
This strategy helps the teacher to determine whether students
understand what is being, or has been, presented, and helps
students to extend their thinking, generate ideas, or solve
problems.

Quizzes, tests, examinations

A quiz, test, or examination requires students to respond to
prompts in order to demonstrate their knowledge (orally or in
writing) or their skills (e.g., through performance). Quizzes are
usually short; examinations are usually longer. Quizzes, tests, or
examinations can be adapted for exceptional students and for
reteaching and retesting.

Response journals

A response journal is a student’s personal record containing
written, reflective responses to material he or she is reading,
viewing, listening to, or discussing. The response journal can be
used as an assessment tool in all subject areas.

Selected responses

Strictly speaking a part of quizzes, tests, and examinations,
selected responses require students to identify the one correct
answer. The strategy can take the form of multiple-choice or truefalse formats. Selected response is a commonly used formal
procedure for gathering objective evidence about student
learning, specifically in memory, recall, and comprehension.

Student self-assessments

Self-assessment is a process by which the student gathers
information about, and reflects on, his or her own learning. It is
the student’s own assessment of personal progress in terms of
knowledge, skills, processes, or attitudes. Self-assessment leads
students to a greater awareness and understanding of
themselves as learners.

Definitions adapted from The Ontario Curriculum Unit Planner; Assessment Strategies Companion
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